The Town of Newborn


Special Called Meeting �January 23, 2012


Minutes


7PM





Present: Mayor Sheridan, MPT Krieger, CP Downs, CP Ellwanger, Clerk Elisa Rowe 


(CP Fincher and Attorney Joe Reitman were absent)


Guest: Donnie Longenecker and six students from UGA


There were no citizens present





	


I.	CALL TO ORDER: The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7PM





II.	INVOCATION: CP Downs





III. 	PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE:  Lead by Mayor Sheridan





IV.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 9, 2012: CP Ellwanger made a motion to 	approve the minutes of January 9, 2012 as written. 


	Motion: CP Ellwanger     	 Second: CP Downs    	Approved: 4-0-0





V.	OLD BUSINESS:





	A.  Charter Amendment, A public notice was run in the January 15th and January 18 	edition of the Covington News to notify the public of the hearing. Mayor Sheridan stated 	that Doug Holt will be advised and he will put it in the legislature to add it to our Charter 	so it will be taken care of if it comes up again in the future.  





	"Failure to Elect: as basis for council appointment of council member: This matter 	will be heard during public hearings at the special called meeting on January 23, 2012 	and at the regular meeting on February 6, 2012, both at 7 p.m. at Newborn Town Hall, 	with public comment and input during the public hearings. The Mayor and Council 	contemplate that after said public hearings, that they will then on February 6 	consider a formal resolution of the Mayor and Council asking the local legislative 	delegation, at the regular 2012 session of the General Assembly of 	Georgia, to introduce 	a bill to amend the charter to allow the filling of a vacancy by the Mayor and Council 	appointing a qualified citizen to fill the vacant council seat. 





	PUBLIC HEARING: Mayor Sheridan asked if there were any comments or 			questions regarding the amendment to the Charter. CP Downs stated that this charter has 	been here for years and years and how have we not elected members during that time. 	Mayor Sheridan stated that he is not sure if they had this same problem. CP Downs asked 	what is the problem. Mayor Sheridan stated that we did not have anyone run for office. 	Clerk Elisa Rowe added that no one qualified for Post #2. Mayor Sheridan stated that 	Doug Holt will put it in, the legislation will make the charter change and add it to the 	Charter, but we have to vote on it and approve before it is turned over to Doug Holt. 


	MPT Krieger stated that the Charter covers someone leaving in the middle of their term, 	but we 	never covered anyone not being elected. 


	CP Ellwanger made a motion to approve the Charter amendment as written (first reading) 


	Motion: CP Ellwanger		Second: MPT Krieger	Approved: 4-0-0	





	B. Ordinance for DOT Grants: (Second reading) Mayor Sheridan stated that we need 	a vote on the DOT grants, it was voted on at the January 9th meeting, but it requires a 	second reading so we can advise DOT that we have agreed to this. Mayor Sheridan asked 	for a motion. CP Downs made a motion to approve. 


	Motion: CP Downs		Second: MPT Krieger	Approved: 4-0-0





	C. Dennis Fincher: Board Member: Mayor Sheridan stated that this item would be 	tabled since CP Fincher was absent.	


	


VI.	NEW BUSINESS:





	A.   Recreation / Park: (item moved to first order of business on agenda)


	�
Mayor Sheridan recognized Donnie Longenecker to speak and explain the process of what we are going to do. Mr. Longenecker stated that he brought six of the students with him tonight, and this group represents half of the students that are involved in the UGA Metropolitan Studio, which is working in conjunction with Kay Lee and The Center for Design and Preservation in Covington. Mr. Longenecker went on to say that he and the students are going to help us come up with a master plan for your park at Town Hall and the Old Schoolhouse (and maybe do something with the handicap ramp in 	front of the old schoolhouse also). Mr. Longnecker added that he and the students like to collect a lot of public feedback from the residents and what they would like to do at another time is conduct a Visual Preference Survey which is where	they will put a bunch of pictures on the wall of images of things that you may or may not want to see in the park, and everyone puts either a green or red dot on the pictures. We collect the ones that have the most positive (green dots) votes and that tell us what you would most like to see in your park. We would then break up into groups and put the citizens together with as many of the students as we can, laying some tracing paper over the existing plan of the park, and have them sketch out how they would like the park to look. Mr. Longenecker went on to state that with those two things, they would then start to develop the master plan for the park. Mayor Sheridan stated that we need to set a date and time for the session. Mr. Longenecker stated that Monday would work best for him, and it was decided for Monday, January 30th at 7PM. Mr. Longenecker had each of the students introduce themselves and as each student introduced themselves they all said how they are looking forward on working on this for the town. Mayor Sheridan asked if anyone had any questions. CP Ellwanger stated that she is really excited about this and how wonderful it is. CP Ellwanger added that we need to have something pleasurable to look at coming into town, and if we can draw eyes away from the old fertilizer plant that is unsightly and draw eyes over to this side of town. Mayor Sheridan thanked Mr. Longenecker and the students for coming out, and we will be set up for next Monday night and start doing some development. 


�
	


	B. Arbor Day: Mayor Sheridan stated that Arbor Day will be held on  Saturday, 	February11th @ 11:30AM at Town Hall with a free lunch, free seedlings, and a 	children's tree climb. MPT Krieger stated that the large tree by Town Hall has been 	pruned and Arbor Equity is going to come out with three harness rigs and get the kids 	going up the tree. Blackwell's Grocery has donated all the drinks and hot dogs and 	Smokey the Bear is going to be here too. We need a lot of promotion on this. CP 	Ellwanger asked when the banners will go up to advertise. MPT Krieger stated they will 	be put up the first day of February. CP Ellwanger stated that this needs to be advertised in 	the newspaper. MPT Krieger stated that it will be, and is also posted on the website. 





	*Added to agenda


	*Comcast: Mayor Sheridan stated that last Friday afternoon several of us were without 	cable when the trees were planted. Mayor Sheridan went on to state that we had a little 	trouble getting someone out here to fix it, but after awhile ended up having two repair 	crews out here to fix the problem. 





	*CP Ellwanger's grandson: Mayor Sheridan wanted to recognize CP Ellwanger's 	grandson who was the swimmer of the week last week for his conference. 


	


VII.	PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments


	


VIII.	ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:25PM


	Motion: CP Downs		Second:  MPT Krieger	Approved: 4-0-0





