The Town of Newborn

Special Called Meeting

March 21, 2011

Minutes

Present: Mayor Sheridan, MPT Krieger, CP Ellwanger, CP Downs, CP Donaldson,

Clerk Elisa Rowe, Attorney Lee Abney (for Attorney Joe Reitman).

Approximately six citizens were present.

I.
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Sheridan called the meeting to order at 7PM

II.
INVOCATION: CP John Donaldson

III. 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE: 

IV.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: March 7, 2011: CP Ellwanger made a motion to 
approve the minutes from March 7, 2011.


Motion: CP Ellwanger     
Second: MPT Krieger  
Approved: 5-0-0

V.
OLD BUSINESS:

A. Firearm Ordinance: CP Donaldson stated that Herb Carson would like to address the matter of the firearm ordinance. Mayor Sheridan recognized Herb Carson. Mr. Carson stated that if you look at the City of Covington’s firearm ordinance it states no shooting inside the city limits of Covington, you can use bow and arrow to shoot deer, period, but no bb guns or firearms of any kind. Mr. Carson added that he was traveling in his car from 142 and turned right to go to his house and a bullet came and knocked out the back window of his van and the bullet went into the arm rest of the second seat; it came from the 229 area, but we couldn’t find where. Mr. Carson stated that last summer his wife heard a bullet come whizzing by from somewhere over the hill where they live, she doesn’t know exactly from where, but she heard it as it went by. Mr. Carson added that his point is you do not know where the bullet is going, when you shoot a bullet, you have no idea where it will go, it is going up in the air, and it is going to fall somewhere. People have been killed by bullets coming down from the air. The Town has to have an ordinance that is going to be strict, but it is going to be fair. The only fair way is to say you cannot shoot a weapon unless it is a shot cartridge; if you are going to shoot squirrels on your property, it doesn’t go very far at all, does not go as far as a shotgun. If the Town is going to be against guns, you will have to make a good strong ordinance, no guns fired in the city limits of Newborn. It will not take care of the surrounding areas as the County has its own ordinance. The bullet does not have a brain, the only brain you have is the person behind the pistol or the rifle, and you are depending on that person. Mayor Sheridan asked Mr. Carson if he had looked at the proposed firearm ordinance (Exhibit A). Mr. Carson stated that he had not. Mayor Sheridan stated that it basically states what he just addressed. CP Donaldson stated that Mr. Carson is a retired Atlanta police officer and he has experience with weapons and knows what he is talking about.  Ted Sheldon stated that Dr. Bean could not be there tonight, but he asked Ted to state for him, “Let’s make sure we do it right even if we have to table it tonight”. CP Downs stated that if everyone has read this (Exhibit A), we have done it right. CP Donaldson stated to look at the first paragraph of Exhibit A; it looks like it covers what we are talking about. CP Donaldson asked if there were any comments in regards to the sentence that reads, “It shall be unlawful to carry on the streets and sidewalks within the City a shotgun, rifle, air gun or slingshot in the pursuit of any bird or squirrel or other animal or fowl”. CP Donaldson asked if this is only in pursuit of a bird, squirrel or fowl. Mayor Sheridan stated that this indicates you are chasing something, not just walking down the street. Mr. Carson stated that he does not see anything wrong with a person walking down the street with a shotgun as long as there is not a bullet in the chamber, but then you have to have ways to enforce laws and Newborn has no way to enforce anything. CP Downs stated that he thinks we are beating a dead horse to death, because we went over this very carefully at the last meeting and everyone thought it was alright so let’s go ahead and vote on it. Mayor Sheridan stated that he needs a motion. CP Downs make a motion to approve Exhibit A as written (see attached). 

Motion: CP Downs

Second: CP Krieger

Approved: 4-0-1

B. Rails to Trails: Mayor Sheridan stated that it is moving along. There has been 


some discussions with the railroad, the railroad is coming up with a lot of details and 
information and until that comes out not much more can be said or done. 

C. R/R Crossing: Mayor Sheridan stated you can now cross the railroad tracks 
without being required to stop. CP Downs stated that it is the worst job of covering up 
rails that he has ever seen. MPT Krieger stated that it is a cheap way to do it 
without tearing up the whole street. CP Donaldson stated that it is a little bit better than 
hitting the rails, but not a whole lot better. 
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:


A. SPLOST: Mayor Sheridan stated that SPLOST passed, and for 
everyone’s 
information the breakdown for Newborn is: (this is a six year SPLOST).


Transportation projects: $117,840.00 estimated


Recreation projects: $100,000.00 estimated


Facility improvements: (windows, painting, etc., on the schoolhouse mainly) 
$119,000.00. 

CP Donaldson asked if we are locked into those three allocations, is that how it works. 
Mayor Sheridan stated yes. CP Donaldson stated that means Newborn can 
get a park here 
somewhere in the next six years.  Mayor Sheridan stated that is right.

B. Invoice #850.5977 from Lambert, Reitman & Abney in the amount of 
$706.91 (Period from 2/22-3/11); CP Downs made a motion to approve the invoice in 
the amount of $706.91.

Motion: CP Downs

Second: CP Donaldson
Approved: 5-0-0


C. Horneyhead Festival: Mayor Sheridan recognized CP Ellwanger to speak. 

CP Ellwanger stated that the Horneyhead Festival will be on April 
30th and all kinds 
of plans are being made for it.  There will be a parade that starts at 12:00, fishing starts 
at 8AM. We are also getting a radio announcer from Madison, and 
they will broadcast 
starting at 8AM until 12 Noon. There will be pony rides for kids. Bar-B-Q will be 
served. 
There will also be craft booths. CP Ellwanger added that we are looking for this to turn 
into a big event and encouraged everyone to attend. 

D. Hilltop Drive: Mayor Sheridan stated that the LARP (new DOT assistance 
program) came up and said that they are going to do a section of Hilltop. That is based 
again on our percentage participation in the County, so they are only going to do about 
500 feet of it. They are going to do it soon because the price of any petroleum is going 
up. Mayor Sheridan added that he talked to the contractor (Pittman) and they are going 
to give us a price to finish the rest of Hilltop. We should be able to get a good price on it, 
and we still have $103,000 in SPLOST. It is a good way to get it cleaned up and done and 
we need to spend that money 
before 
we lose it.  CP Donaldson asked what they were 
putting down. Mayor 
Sheridan stated an inch and a half of asphalt. CP Donaldson 
asked if it would help 
to go ahead and get a motion and approve going ahead with it in 
case it falls between meetings. Mayor Sheridan stated that would be a good idea to 
have a 
motion. CP Donaldson made 
a motion to pre-approve, up to $50,000.00 max, in 
SPLOST fund for finishing Hilltop Drive project. 

Motion: CP Donaldson
Second: CP Downs

Approved: 5-0-0


**MPT Krieger asked how Dollar General was coming along. Mayor Sheridan 
stated that he talked to them last week, they are still getting their papers 
together to go before their board, but they want to get over here as soon as they can. 
**Mayor Sheridan stated that he asked a question of Attorney Joe Reitman awhile back about the ethics disclosure statements. Mayor Sheridan stated that he read in the paper that if it was under $20,000.00 we did not have to submit. Then he heard that we had to submit, but electronically. He then heard yesterday that because of the Counties in the South who do not have the electronic set up that some of us have, and raised cane about it, that they say they can put it on paper. Mayor Sheridan stated to Attorney Lee Abney that we need their office to find out what we can and need to do because we are confused.  Lee Abney stated that it looks like the requirement for the Personal Financial Disclosure has been removed and have replaced it with the filing of an annual affidavit swearing that the deponent did not take any official action from which he derived personal gain. Mr. Abney added that he believes that affidavit also has to be filed online. Mayor Sheridan stated that he just heard about the affidavit this week, so it was just passed. Mayor Sheridan asked Mr. Abney he if could give them a form for filing every time. None of the board members have taken anything in that would be considered payments, so we should all be the same. 
** Mayor Sheridan stated that our community center is being used. There is a group coming, a home school group that will be putting on a play on the 31st of March and the 1st of April.  The play is Robin Hood and it should be interesting. The building is being used and that is great. 
** CP Donaldson stated that while asphalt is being put down on Hilltop, he and CP Downs think that the railroad crossings could be improved, and could we see how much it would be for the contractor to smooth the RR Crossings off, we could charge SPLOST for that. Mayor Sheridan stated that we can because it is transportation. 

VII.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments. 
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Sheridan adjourned the meeting at 7:30PM
