The Town of Newborn

Council Meeting

April 4, 2011

Minutes

Present: Mayor Roger Sheridan, MPT Tom Krieger, CP Donaldson, Clerk Elisa Rowe, Attorney Joe Reitman, Deputy Doug Clifton (CP Ellwanger and CP Downs were absent).

Citizens: Marlene Busick and Doug Witt

I.
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 7PM by Mayor Sheridan

II.
INVOCATION: Council member John Donaldson

III. 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE: Lead by Mayor Sheridan

IV.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: March 21, 2011: CP Donaldson made a motion 
to approve the minutes for March 21, 2011


Motion: CP Donaldson
Second: MPT Krieger
Approved: 3-0-0

V.
OLD BUSINESS:


A.  Deputy Doug Clifton to update Mayor, Council and citizens on the activities for the month of March.  Deputy Clifton stated that the neighborhood watch meeting was held two weeks ago and that having a community officer in the city along with the neighborhood watch; we have noticed that there has been a decrease in crime within the city limits and it continues to stay at that same level. Deputy Clifton added that as crime does decrease, we are also seeing an increase in our population and traffic has increased too. A speed trailer was put in Newborn within the last month to see what was going on with the traffic count and with the statistics from last year we are seeing an average of about 2000 cars a day increase. CP Donaldson asked what the count was last year. Deputy Clifton stated that it was around 1500 and now we are up to about 3500 cars and just this past month he issued 15 citations within the city limits, and about 10 warnings. Mayor Sheridan asked with the increase in traffic, what about checking into having a stop sign put up. Deputy Clifton stated that he has already had a conversation with DOT about this, and the only problem with putting a stop light here, because it is a major artery, they are afraid it is going to increase and clog up the traffic flow that already goes east and west on 142. They are reluctant to even putting a 4-way caution light here, even with the numbers, they just cannot justify putting one there. We have traffic flow, but not a congestion issue. 


Deputy Clifton stated that next month we are going to try to have a Public Safety Day here in the community; that is a work in progress. There will not be a neighborhood watch meeting for the month of April because we are trying to focus on the Public Safety Day in May before summer comes.


Deputy Clifton stated that he is going to step up enforcement with the city ordinances. He and the Mayor have talked, and he will talk to the town attorney some more, about getting a form together to actually go out and do the enforcement instead of just sending a letter. The form will notify them that they are in violation of city code and they will have how ever many days the code states, to comply. If the person complies, then the issue is closed, but if they fail to comply then we will go to the enforcement, which means it could actually go to court, and fines, etc. Mayor Sheridan stated that we need approval from the board on getting the citations printed that our Attorney drew up. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that they will be a change or two, one change will state that you can come into compliance prior to court by eliminating the junk vehicle, or junk, or whatever it may be, and the second part of that will be, to avoid your court date you will have to contact the deputy to have him come and inspect it, and only if he gives you the green light can you get out of your court date. We are going to add those two little pieces to it per my discussion with Doug (Clifton) prior to tonight’s meeting. Deputy Clifton added that this will give us the “teeth” to start getting action. Mayor Sheridan stated that a motion is needed to approve the printing of the citation form. Attorney Joe Reitman added, “as modified”. CP Donaldson made a motion to approve the citation form as modified by the Town attorney.

Motion: CP Donaldson
Second: MPT Krieger
Approved: 3-0-0

VI.
NEW BUSINESS:

A. Water Supply / Break: Mayor Sheridan stated that he was notified at 7 in the morning on March 27th and called Chris and Keith (Town employees). They worked straight through until 2AM Monday morning to get that break repaired. Mayor Sheridan stated that he has never seen a water pipe break like this one did. It knocked out forty (40) feet of pipe. Mayor Sheridan added that we had some people come by who wanted to know why the Town doesn’t have more people, why don’t you have a bigger crew, why don’t you get this fixed faster, etc. We asked them to come to the meeting if they had a complaint, we would like to have them, and they are not here tonight. Mayor Sheridan added that he would like the minutes to reflect that John Holcombe came out, and even operated our tractor for awhile. His wife came out and brought a meal to Chris and Keith, and we want to thank them very much for what they did. MPT Krieger stated that an ex-fireman brought a special saw by, a lot of people helped. Mayor Sheridan added that we had a lot of assistance. 

B. LARP / Hilltop: Mayor Sheridan stated that he had asked for up to $50,000.00 
to finish the paving. When he talked to DOT he found out they were going to do 
all of Hilltop and all we had to do was the extra on Valley Street. Mayor Sheridan 
added that we got Hilltop and Valley all done for $16,00.00. 

C. Ethics Affidavits: Mayor Sheridan asked attorney Joe Reitman where we 
stand with the ethics affidavits. Joe stated that Lee (Abney) prepared those, and he 
talked to him today about it. Lee had them all in hand and was going to send them 
to the Ethics Commission today or at the latest, tomorrow morning. Joe 

added that his position is that they weren’t even required because of the less than 
$20,000.00, you didn’t have any campaign contributions. My position is that you 
are fully exempt, but unfortunately the lady at the State disagrees with him, so 
that is why we are doing the affidavits. 

D. Library: Mayor Sheridan stated that CP Ellwanger was going to discuss 
and since she is absent we will move to the next item on the agenda.

E. Hornyhead Festival: Mayor Sheridan stated that CP Ellwanger and Patsy 
(Thompson) were going to bring us up to date on it, but we will have to wait on 
that. CP Donaldson stated that it will be held on the 30th of this month. 

F. Newton County School: Mayor Sheridan stated that we got a request from 
the Newton County Schools for a donation, and if we give them a donation, 
we will have to give every school one when it comes in. Attorney Joe Reitman 
stated they are some legal issues that we have touched on previously, about 
gratuity. Joe added as an example, if the Town gave $500.00, would the Town be 
getting $500.00 in value directly back to the citizens, and if we are not, it is 
gratuity and that is a no no. Joe stated that he feels the Town should pass this by. 
Mayor Sheridan stated that we would. 

**Mayor Sheridan stated that last Thursday and Friday night (March 31st and 
April 1st) the schoolhouse was put to good use. A play was put on by the kids that 
are home schooled that was great; it was really a great production.**

G. Comcast: Mayor Sheridan stated that we were questioned by a citizen about Comcast; they wanted more channels on their TV. Mayor Sheridan added that he looked at the contract that the Town signed with Comcast and there is nothing in there about the number of channels, it just gives them the right to come in and put it in. If anybody wants any different channels, they have to contract with Comcast; the Town has nothing to do with it. MPT Krieger stated that the reason they can’t do it, is because they do not have digital lines run. Mayor Sheridan stated if they get enough requests, then they will probably put a line in, but they will have to get those requests. 
**Mayor Sheridan stated that we have received a letter from the Arbor Day Foundation naming Newborn as a Tree City USA Community and he would like to have the letter put on the web site. Clerk Elisa Rowe stated she would scan the information and send it to Linda (Woodworth). Mayor Sheridan stated that we also received a letter from the United States Dept. of Commerce concerning the census bureau and they are going to conduct a census count question resolution program between June 1, 2011 and June 1st, 2013.**

**Mayor Sheridan stated that we are going to have to receive bids on the tree that was hit by lightening at Field Street and S. Johnson St. We had the surveyor come out today to tell us whether the tree was on private property or on our property; it is on the right of way. It is on the right of way, and transportation, so Mayor Sheridan feels we can use the SPLOST funds to get it down. The intent is to invite a number of bidders that do tree service. We will get that letter out this week and have them come down and bid the job out.**
VII.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Marlene Busick: Marlene stated that they did not get any pavement on Tanyard 
Street and wanted to know if they could get some gravel; it is a mess when it 
rains. Mayor Sheridan stated that we can asphalt the Town parking lot, it can 
come under the existing 2005 SPLOST, and when we do that we can include 
Tanyard Street as a street and have them bid on both of them and do them at the 
same time. 

Mayor Sheridan stated that a gentleman came in today who is with the Squaw 
Creek Southern Railroad and wanted to know why the signs were taken down at 
the railroad; he said we had no right. Mayor Sheridan stated to him that we have a 
contract with Norfolk Southern that says, take the signs down, and we took them 
down. Mayor Sheridan added that the gentleman had him talk to his boss in 
Madison; they have a lease on the railroad from Shady Dale to Newborn and they 
are going to use part of the railroad in Shady Dale to stock cars. Mayor Sheridan 
stated that his boss wanted to see a copy of the letter, and he told him it is a 
contract, signed by the VP of Norfolk Southern, so we gave the gentleman that 
came in a copy of the contract to take to his boss. Mayor Sheridan stated that he 
has put a phone call in to see exactly what Norfolk Southern has to say about this. 


There were no other comments or questions.
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Sheridan adjourned the meeting at 7:35PM
