The Town of Newborn


Council Meeting


Minutes


January 9, 2012





Present: Mayor Sheridan, MPT Krieger, CP Downs, CP Ellwanger, Clerk Elisa Rowe (CP Fincher and Attorney Joe Reitman absent)


Guest: Sheriff Brown and Lieutenant Oliver








	


I.	CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7PM by Mayor Sheridan








II.	INVOCATION: CP Downs





III.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Mayor Sheridan





IV.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


	December 19th Special Called Meeting: A motion was made by CP Ellwanger to 	approve the minutes from the special called meeting of December 19th, 2011


	Motion: CP Ellwanger	Second: CP Downs			Approved: 4-0-0


	


	Mayor Sheridan recognized Sheriff Ezell Brown and stated to him that we have a 	problem that he needs to ask him about. Mayor Sheridan went on to state that at the 	service station, they are selling glass pipes and he had received a call Sunday from a 	citizen who was in there who told the people at the service station the glass pipes could 	only be used for weed or dope and she thought it was a bad deal to be selling that with 	children coming in. Mayor Sheridan added that what the owner of the service station did 	was put a sign by the pipes that reads, "for tobacco use only". Mayor Sheridan stated that 	his concern is we have those problems in town, and we know we have those problems. If 	you arrest a guy in his home and he has those glass pipes; they are evidence, but here 	they say you can sell them and there is nothing we can do about it. Mayor Sheridan asked 	Sheriff Brown if there is any way we can talk to the owner of the service station and 	convince him this is not a good idea to be selling the glass pipes. Sheriff Brown stated to 	the Mayor that he is right and the Sheriff's department is aware that they are selling the 	pipes and that is one of the things that we strongly oppose; law enforcement throughout 	the nation strongly opposes. There is nothing against the law as far as selling the pipes. 	When it becomes a lawful issue is when there is some type of illegal substance that is 	being used in the pipe. Sheriff Brown went on to say that as a citizen and leaders of the 	community, he thinks what he would do is go to the store and approach them in a casual 	way and let them know your feelings on the sale of that particular article. Sheriff Brown 	added to let them know that this is a great little town and you want to keep it that way, 	and that you would appreciate that they would not sell those products. Sheriff Brown 	stated that he believes they can make up the money in something else, other than selling 	those pipes. Sheriff Brown added that one of the problems they would have if there was a 	drug bust, and went into a home or business, and we find evidence of pipes, because of 	the fact there are no markings or numbers that would associates us with this particular 	store, then their hands are tied again. Sheriff Brown added that he thinks from a 	community effort, as Mayor, council member, and even as a religious community, just go 	there and approach him and ask him if he is making enough money off these pipes to 	cause our community to be faced with some of the pitfalls that come behind the sales of 	these pipes; Sheriff Brown again stated that would be his approach on the subject.


	CP Downs stated that he would go and talk to the owners at the service station about the 	glass pipes, as he knows them well. 





	Sheriff Brown stated that he would like to commend Newborn on the new business in 	Town, the Dollar General store. He thinks it is great, not only for Newborn, but great for 	the County. Sheriff Brown added that he believes traffic will increase down here and he 	is hoping that his department can make a difference as far as man power here. Sheriff 	Brown went on to state that Newborn is just as important to us, or more important to us, 	than Covington, Porterdale and Oxford because they have their own police protection. 	Sheriff Brown stated that they realize that Newborn and Mansfield rely solely on the 	Sheriff's office, so we are obligated to take care of you. Sheriff Brown added to always 	feel free to call him. Sheriff Brown stated to the Mayor that he has established a great 	rapport with the Chief  and you talk to him from time to time, and if he cannot get the 	satisfaction from the Chief, always feel free to call him. 





	Sheriff Brown stated that one of the things he would like to start again, and with the 	Dollar General store now open, it would be an ideal time to have a  patrol car down here 	for exposure. We need to find a location to put the car knowing it will be on Township 	property would be the key point because the last time it was here it was parked on private 	property and they were asked to move it. Clerk Elisa Rowe suggested parking it at Town 	Hall at the parking lot, next to the grass. Sheriff Brown stated that would be good as he 	would like to have it parked on the main thoroughfare, and if it stayed overnight citizens 	would assume that the officer was in the precinct. Sheriff Brown stated that he would get 	a car down here this week, and start rotating it out. 





	Sheriff Brown stated that as far as the report on crime in Newborn; it has been quiet. 	Clerk Elisa Rowe and MPT Krieger stated that Deputy McCoy came to the office this 	afternoon and showed the crime rate map and explained that there had been a robbery 	where 	someone had climbed into a window and stole some clothes. Sheriff Brown stated 	that the Sheriff's department has  purchased some software that is for crime mapping, and 	he hopes that this particular software will be able to help us to detect and determine 	exactly where these patterns are, and where to expect the crime to occur. 


	Mayor Sheridan stated that he appreciates Sheriff Brown and Lt. Oliver coming down. 





V.	OLD BUSINESS:


	


	A.  Approval of the 2012 budget: Advertisement was ran in newspaper, and public 	hearing was held on December 19th, 2011. Clerk Elisa Rowe stated that the notices 	have been ran in the newspaper and public hearing has been held, so the budget is ready 	to be approved. A motion was made by CP Downs to approve the 2012 budget as 	presented and discussed. 


	Motion: CP Downs		Second: CP Ellwanger		Approved: 4-0-0





	Swearing in of CP Downs: 


	


VI.	NEW BUSINESS:





	A. Elect Mayor Pro Tem for 2012: A motion was made by CP Downs to continue the 	present Mayor Pro Tem for another term, Tom Krieger. 


	Motion: CP Downs		Second: CP Ellwanger		Approved: 3-0-1 	(with MPT Krieger abstaining)


	


		


	B. Re-appointment of:


			


		1. Town Attorney – Joe Reitman: Motion made by CP Ellwanger to 


		re-appoint Joe Reitman as Town attorney.


		Motion: CP Ellwanger	Second: CP Downs		Approved: 4-0-0


		


		2. CPA – Diana Crawford: Motion made by CP Ellwanger to re-appoint Diana 	Crawford as Town CPA


		Motion: CP Ellwanger	Second: CP Downs		Approved: 4-0-0


	


		3. Town Clerk – Elisa Rowe: Motion made by CP Ellwanger to re-appoint 	Elisa Rowe as Town Clerk.


	        	Motion: CP Ellwanger	Second: CP Downs		Approved: 4-0-0


	





C. Charter Amendment, "Failure to Elect: as basis for council appointment of council member: Mayor Sheridan stated that the Charter needs to be amended to add "failure to elect" as the Town Code states it. This would apply if no one runs for the office, the Mayor and Council can appoint for the full term. The Town Code recognizes "failure to elect" but right now the Charter has resignation, a death, but it does not cover someone not running for office. This would take care of it and add it into the Charter.  �CP Ellwanger made a motion that the Mayor and Council adopt the charter amendment "failure to elect" as basis for council appointment of council member 		


	Motion: CP Downs		Second: CP Ellwanger		Approved: 4-0-0





	D. Lambert, Reitman, & Abney Invoice 850.6425 in the amount of $532.90: A 	motion made by CP Downs to pay invoice 850.6425 to Lambert, Reitman & Abney 	in the amount of $532.90


	Motion: CP Downs		Second: CP Ellwanger		Approved: 4-0-0





	E. Dennis Fincher: Board member: Mayor Sheridan tabled discussion as Dennis 	Fincher was absent for the meeting. 


	


	F. Ordinance for DOT Grants: Mayor Sheridan stated that this is the ordinance that we 	were working on so if or when it ever happens that we can get a grant from the DOT, we 	are already set to take it. CP Downs made a motion to approve.


	Motion: CP Downs		Second: CP Ellwanger		Approved: 4-0-0





	G. Recreation: Mayor Sheridan stated that he received a call this afternoon from 	Professor Longnecker. They would like to come to our meeting on the 23rd of January 	and start discussing what they will do with the plans on the recreation here and at the 	Schoolhouse. Mayor Sheridan added that they are only doing three, and the Town got two 	of them. CP Downs asked the cost. Mayor Sheridan stated that it is $1000.00 for each 	one, and that is it. 





	H. DOT - Letting - 17 Feb. - Davis Road - .22 miles to gravel: Mayor Sheridan stated 	that the DOT is having a letting on the 17th of Feb. and they have included under the 	LARP money, Davis Road off of Pitts Chapel, down to the Town line. 





	I. Mort Ewing / John Douglas: Mayor Sheridan stated for everyone's information, Mort 	Ewing will not be running for office, and John Douglas is running for that spot. CP 	Downs stated that he may be running too. He plans to find out when he needs to qualify. 	CP Downs added that he is just putting that out there as a possibility. 





	CP Ellwanger stated that there will be a tree board meeting tomorrow afternoon, and 	Sally (Chamberlain) would like to know if the Mayor and Council will give permission to 	the tree board to purchase 2 or 3 banners to announce Arbor Day and the free 	seedlings that they are going to give out at Arbor Day. The cost is about $90.00 each per 	banner. CP Ellwanger believes 2 would be enough, one at Town hall and another 	location. MPT Krieger stated 	not to put a date or location so they can be used again, and 	CP Ellwanger agreed. CP Ellwanger stated that the banners are 3 x 6, and MPT 	Krieger stated the material is canvas, so they will last a long time. Mayor Sheridan stated 	that 2 banners should 	be enough, and approved the Tree Board to purchase. Mayor 	Sheridan added that Arbor Day is scheduled for Feb. 11th at 11:30AM, so keep that open. 


	 


	MPT Krieger asked Mayor Sheridan if he proposes roads for LARP. Mayor Sheridan 	stated yes. MPT Krieger asked if he had proposed any for this next year. Mayor Sheridan 	stated that they would let us know when it was time to do it. MPT Krieger stated that 	South Johnson is eroding real fast. Mayor Sheridan stated that we could put South. 	Johnson on the list. Mayor Sheridan stated that the other end of Field Street can be put on 	LARP too. MPT Krieger stated that it has never been paved, so they might not pave it. 	Mayor Sheridan stated that what we could do, when they pave Davis Road, we could sub-	contract him to do that one, and get it done out of our SPLOST money. 





VII.	PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments





VIII.	ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:35PM


	Motion: CP Downs		Second: CP Ellwanger		Approved: 4-0-0





�





�





�





�















































