The Town of Newborn

Council Meeting

June 6, 2011

Minutes

Present: Mayor Roger Sheridan, MPT Tom Krieger, CP Ellwanger, CP Downs, CP Donaldson, Clerk Elisa Rowe, Attorney Joe Reitman.

Citizens: Marlene Busick, Susan Oliveto, Doug Witt, Linda Woodworth. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7PM by Mayor 
Sheridan

II.
INVOCATION: CP Donaldson 

III. 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE: Lead by Mayor Sheridan 
IV.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: May 16, 2011: A motion was made by CP 
Ellwanger to approve the minutes as written. 


Motion:  CP Ellwanger  
Second: CP Downs

Approved: 5-0-0

V.
OLD BUSINESS:


A. Deputy Doug Clifton to update Mayor, Council and citizens on the 
activities for the month of May. Deputy Clifton was absent: No update.


B.  Second and final reading of water rate increase. (The current rate of 
$11.18 would go to $11.43 for the first 1000 gallons and from 3.58 to $3.83 for 
anything over 1000 gallons – will become effective on the July water bill).  


Mayor Sheridan stated that this is the second and final reading of the water rate 
increase. The current rate of $11.18 would go to $11.43 for the first 1000 gallons 
and from 3.58 to $3.83 for anything over 1000 gallons and will become effective 
on the July water bill. Mayor Sheridan added that each town in Newton County 
has had to raise the rate because the water we buy from the County has increased  
Attorney Joe Reitman stated that at this point you just need a motion to approve 
the code amendment to implement the water rate increase. CP Donaldson made a 
motion to approve the water rate increase from 11.18 to 11.43 for the first 1000 
gallons and from 3.58 to 3.83 for anything over 1000 gallons. 

Motion: CP Donaldson
Second: CP Ellwanger
Approved: 5-0-0

C. Resignation letter CP John Donaldson: this will be his last meeting as a 
Council member (Notice ran in paper for submittal of letter of interest for 
Post #2 (6 months). Vote and appointed by Mayor and Council will take 
place on June 20th at a special called meeting. Citizen Linda Woodworth 
wanted to thank John Donaldson for his time on the council and presented him 
with a Horney head fishing T-Shirt that also had “A Town with Characters” on 
the T-Shirt and told John that he is a Newborn character. Mayor Sheridan 
presented John with a framed letter from the Mayor and Council thanking him for 
his contribution during his time as a council member. John stated that he 
appreciated his time here, it was educational and a learning experience. So much 
has gotten done in the last two years, than was done in the previous four years and 
he believes it is because of the team we have now. Mayor Sheridan stated that we 
appreciate his help and cooperation and wish him a lot of luck on where he is 
going. Mayor Sheridan read the letter submitted by John Donaldson on the 19th of 
May, 2011. “Mayor and fellow Councilpersons. It has been a joy to serve with 
you during this last 18 months. I regret that a move out of Newborn will prevent 
me from completing my term. My last council meeting will be June 6, 2011. My 
resignation will be effective as of June 7, 2011.”

D. Dollar General: Mayor Sheridan stated that a traffic study was done this 
past weekend, and they are now putting that together to complete their submittal 
for the permit. 

E. FEMA: Mayor Sheridan stated that FEMA was here today and this was 
to be their last day. They will be going back to put all the items together and then 
bringing them back where we will have to sign off on them and submit them to 
the government. Mayor Sheridan added that FEMA has been very, very helpful to 
us.

F. Paving: Mayor Sheridan stated that the three railroad crossings are done, the 
parking lot, Tanyard Street and the preparation for Robertson Road. It will 
probably be Monday before Robertson Road is paved.  Marlene Busick stated that 
she would like to thank the Mayor and Council for the paving of Tanyard Street, it 
is wonderful and she gets so excited every time she drives over it. 
G. Insurance: Mayor Sheridan stated that we found out that we were under insured, and because of it we did not get as much back from the insurance 
for the roof as we had hoped; but some of that will come back from FEMA. Mayor Sheridan added that CP Ellwanger talked with a different insurance company; they came out and sat down with us, and went over everything. They have gone back to the square footage of the buildings, what they are worth, etc. and we will have something at the next meeting that we can talk about and do something with. CP Ellwanger stated that she would like it noted that one thing that was not insured was the water tower, and we could have lost the water tower in the tornado. The winds were strong enough, if it had gotten a direct hit; it could have toppled. Mayor Sheridan stated that our insurance payment was $1600.00 a month, and to take the water tower off the insurance decreased it to $1500.00. That is a savings of $100.00 that would have broken the town if it had gone down because there is no way we could have rebuilt it.  


ADDED TO AGENDA
H.: Mason House: Mayor Sheridan stated that Attorney Joe Reitman has written a letter to them telling them due to repeated delay and a complete lack of any written statement of intent within 5 days of prior letters outlining your plan of action Joe (Reitman) will prepare a lawsuit in Newton County Superior Court this week and file it by next Monday. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that he sees no other way to approach it. Mayor Sheridan stated that we have written them, and they have done nothing. A permit was taken out and nothing has been done. The building is a nuisance. Mr. Reitman stated that a vote would need to be taken to proceed with the lawsuit. CP Donaldson asked what we would get with a lawsuit. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that they would have to follow compliance. Mayor Sheridan stated that if they are not going to do anything with it, they need to tear it down.  Mayor Sheridan asked Attorney Joe Reitman if we needed to take any action with this, or do we just wait to see what happens this week. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that a motion to approve the filing of the lawsuit; that will suffice for now. CP Downs made a motion to file the suit.

Motion: CP Downs

Second: MPT Krieger
Approved: 5-0-0 
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:


A.  Department of Commerce – Census: Mayor Sheridan stated that we have 
received a letter from the United State Department of Commerce concerning 
the census and they thank us for our effort to help make it a success. They have 
sent information where you can go online and get information regarding the 
census. Mayor Sheridan added that he will leave it with Lisa and it will be 
available if anyone would like to use it. 

B. Invoice 850.6080 in the amount of $688.78 from Lambert, Reitman & 
Abney (period from 4/25/11-5/16/11). A motion was made by CP Downs to 
approve invoice 850.6080 in the amount of $688.78.

Motion: CP Downs

Second: CP Ellwanger
Approved: 5-0-0

VII.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:


Susan Oliveto: Stated that she would like to thank for the help after the tornado. 
Her property was somewhat devastated and she really appreciates the help. Mayor 
Sheridan stated that we appreciate the comments, some of the people really put in 
some hours; out maintenance crew and MPT Krieger has put in a lot of hours. 
Susan stated that she has seen him everywhere, and again would like to thank for 
all the help.  
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM

Motion: CP Downs

Second:  MPT Krieger
Approved: 5-0-0
