The Town of Newborn

Special Called Meeting

June 20, 2011

Minutes

Present: Mayor Sheridan, MPT Krieger, CP Ellwanger, CP Downs, Clerk Elisa Rowe, Attorney Joe Reitman

Citizens: Approximately 5 citizens were present

I.
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 7PM by Mayor Sheridan

II.
INVOCATION: CP Downs

III. 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE: Lead by Mayor Sheridan

IV.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: June 6, 2011: A motion was made by CP 
Ellwanger to approve the minutes of June 6, 2011.



Motion: CP Ellwanger
Second: CP Downs

Approved: 4-0-0

V.
OLD BUSINESS:


A. Discuss / vote and appoint Post #2 (Resignation of John Donaldson 
became effective June 7, 2011).  Mayor Sheridan recognized Attorney Joe 
Reitman to explain the procedure. Attorney Joe Reitman asked if the 
advertisement for Council Post #2 had been ran. Mayor Sheridan stated that it had 
and we have one citizen that is interested. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that a 
nomination needs to be made, a second to the nomination, further discussion if 
needed and than a vote; normal protocol. CP Ellwanger nominated Dennis 
Fincher to fill Post #2. CP Downs asked if anyone had applied and Mayor 
Sheridan stated that there had been no others. Dennis Fincher stated that he did 
not know about the position until CP Ellwanger had spoke to him. He does not 
take the local paper and he did not see the advertisement or that an application 
needed to be submitted and if it was a problem, he would submit one. CP Downs 
stated that it was not a problem, he just didn’t know if we had received any 
response from it. CP Downs seconded the motion. Attorney Joe Reitman stated to 
the Mayor that at this time the nomination can be closed unless anyone else is 
interested. Mayor Sheridan stated that the nomination will be closed unless 
anyone else has an interest. There was no one else interested and the 
nomination was closed. . 

Motion: CP Ellwanger
Second: CP Downs

Approved: 4-0-0

Attorney Joe Reitman swore in Dennis Fincher and he is now Council member 
Post #2

B. FEMA: Mayor Sheridan recognized MPT Krieger to update everyone. 
MPT 
Krieger stated that he talked to Jody Nolan (Newton County) today and Jody said 
that FEMA signed off on everything, and it now goes to Washington, then back to 
the State, and finally back to Washington. MPT Krieger added that Jody thinks it 
will be a minimum of sixty (60) days before we even see some of the money. 
MPT Krieger stated that he and Jody agreed that the Town needs to proceed with 
the trees and then that will be a completed project and that money can start 
working toward us, and then finish with the sidewalks and the streets. 

C. SPLOST: Mayor Sheridan stated that we still have some money left over 
in the 2005 SPLOST. In the last couple of weeks we have paved the parking 
lot, paved the RR crossings, and we paved Robertson past the last two houses, and 
Tanyard. Mayor Sheridan added that we are in the process now of getting back 
from SPLOST close to $40,000.00 that has been submitted. We should have close 
to $50,000.00 to $60,000.00 left in SPLOST after this. 
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:


A. Discuss Nexcheck (online payments): Monthly fee of $19.95 / 2 year contract / and will pay monthly convenience charge back to Nexcheck at the end of every month.  
Mayor Sheridan asked Clerk Elisa Rowe to explain. Clerk Elisa Rowe stated that an online payment link would be set up on the Town website for anyone that would like to make a water bill payment online. The fee is $19.95 a month, and we must sign a two year contract, plus the Town would pay back the convenience charge at the end of each month. Elisa added that there has been some interest shown from customers to make an online payment, but that she doesn’t think it justifies paying $19.95 a month for only a handful of people. MPT Krieger stated that he did not like the idea of having to sign a two year contract. Mayor Sheridan stated that we know about it and are advised about it, we can get it anytime we want but we just hold off getting it until we have enough people to use it to make it worthwhile. Mayor Sheridan suggested that we set up a poll on the website to see how many 
people would actually be interested and would use an online payment, and maybe we can look at this idea again in the future. No motion or vote taken. 
B. Mason Letter: (property at 4030 Hwy 142) Mayor Sheridan stated to Attorney Joe Reitman that there had been a truck at the property the other day, but was gone later in the day and he has seen absolutely nothing being done there. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that a promise has been made to him, so to speak, that they will get it done by August 5th and if it is not, they will accept a judgment against them mandating that the work be done. Joe Reitman added that he sent the draft lawsuit a week ago tomorrow, and he will follow up with him and advise him that the draft judgment has been sent and he will accept the judgment against him. Joe stated that he would like to have the draft judgment in hand, and he will report back at the first Monday meeting (July 11, 2011). Mayor Sheridan stated that we will hold off until then. Joe Reitman stated that at least we have made progress, and we have them shaken up enough that they have gone to a lawyer and are taking us seriously. No motion or vote taken. 

C. Minimum Retro-reflectivity Requirements: Mayor Sheridan stated that 
we have received from DOT a list of items that have to have certain required 
reflections on them; street signs, stop signs, caution signs, etc. They are to be 
done over the next 4-5 years, not immediately, but they do have to be done. 
There will be a cost, but it falls under transportation so it can come from our 
SPLOST. 

D. Legislative Policies: Mayor Sheridan stated that we have gotten a letter from 
GMA listing various items they feel are important to the Towns of Georgia. 
Mayor Sheridan added that the policies listed are about 30 pages, he has a copy of 
it and it can be passed around for everyone to read and initial that they have read 
it. If you would like a copy of it, then we can make you a copy of it.

E. LMIG – GDOT:  Mayor Sheridan stated that GDOT does a job every year 
through the LMIG. One year they did Field Street and another year the upper 
end of 
Porter. Mayor Sheridan added that he sent them a letter to tell them to look 
at Davis Street (it runs off of Mill Pond). There are houses all the way down it, 

it is gravel and we want them to surface it. Mayor Sheridan stated to the council 
that if there were any others that they could think of, he can send an addendum to 
the letter and add another one, but he wanted to get something to them now to get 
it started.  

ADDED TO AGENDA


F. 911 Calling Post: Mayor Sheridan stated that we have been looking at a 
calling post for the Town. We have talked to the company that offers this. The 
problem is that none of us can hear the siren if it goes off at night when we are 
watching television and the air conditioner is going. You don’t know that severe 
weather is coming when you can’t hear the siren. Mayor Sheridan stated that what 
he would like to do, if the council will authorize him to go ahead, is to talk to Mr. 
Brown with 911 and ask him how this could compensate and work with him. We 
could get a calling post set up for the Town so we could call everybody and they 
would be notified of impending weather; it could save lives. MPT Krieger asked 
the Mayor if he would have to make the call. Mayor Sheridan stated that 911 
would make the call, and it would be one call that would go out to everyone at 
one time. 
VII.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments
VIII.
ADJOURN REGULAR SESSION: (Real Estate) a motion was made by CP 
Fincher to adjourn the regular session.



Motion: CP Fincher

Second: CP Ellwanger
Approved: 5-0-0

IX. 
ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION:   A motion was made by CP Fincher to enter 
the executive session.


Motion: CP Fincher

Second: CP Ellwanger
Approved: 5-0-0

X. 
ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by CP Ellwanger 
to adjourn the executive session.


Motion: CP Ellwanger
Second: CP Fincher

Approved: 5-0-0

XI.
ENTER REGULAR SESSION: A motion as made by CP Fincher to enter 
back into regular session.

Motion: CP Fincher

Second: CP Downs

Approved: 5-0-0
XII.
ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by CP Downs to adjourn the 
meeting.

Motion: CP Downs

Second: CP Fincher

Approved: 5-0-0

