The Town of Newborn

Council Meeting

March 7, 2011

Minutes

Present: Mayor Roger Sheridan, MPT Tom Krieger, CP Ellwanger, CP Downs, CP Donaldson, Clerk Elisa Rowe, Attorney Joe Reitman

Approximately 13 citizens were present
I.
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 7PM

II.
INVOCATION: CP John Donaldson

III. 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE: Lead by Mayor Sheridan

IV.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 21st, 2011:  CP Ellwanger made a motion to 
approve the minutes from the special called meeting on February 
21st.

Motion: CP Ellwanger
Second: CP Downs

Approved: 5-0-0

V.
OLD BUSINESS:


A.  Deputy Doug Clifton to update Mayor, Council and citizens on the 
activities for the month of February. Deputy Clifton was absent.

B. Firearm ordinance: Mayor Sheridan stated that there is an Exhibit A for review and discussion. (See attached) and asked Attorney Joe Reitman if a motion had to be made first or after it was discussed. Mr. Reitman stated that it could be done either way. CP Downs stated this ordinance cannot be voted on until the line requiring a hunting license is taken out.  CP Downs stated that the latest ordinance change reads that a person has to have a valid hunting license to hunt on their own property, and that is not correct. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that the reason he put that in the ordinance is because to receive a hunting license there are certain safety requirements that have to be met, and that was the thought process. Mr. Reitman added that he put as many safety oriented provisions in the ordinance as possible. CP Downs stated that you cannot change the Georgia law. Attorney Reitman stated that you are allowed to be more stringent than State law when it comes to shooting inside city limits. Attorney Reitman stated that the perspective he is looking at is that a lot of cities do not allow hunting inside the limits at all, but Newborn would be opening it up, but with safety restrictions; and everything he has put into the ordinance is to further safety. CP Downs stated that he understands that, but you cannot change the Georgia law when it comes to something on your own property. CP Donaldson stated that the attorney is stating that the Town can make it stricter. CP Downs stated that you cannot. Attorney Reitman stated that he sent it to GMA (Georgia Municipal Association) and their attorney has looked at it, and they didn’t say there was any problem with it. CP Donaldson asked CP Downs if he did not want to make our ordinance stricter than the Georgia law. CP Downs stated that you cannot take away a man’s right to do something on his own property that the State law lets you do. Attorney Joe Reitman stated the State law does not say that you automatically have the right to hunt if you live inside city limits, State law does not say that. CP Downs stated that we are not talking about that, and Attorney Reitman stated that we are. CP Downs stated that we are talking about the license to hunt on your own property and you do not have to have it in the State of Georgia. Attorney Reitman stated that the question fundamentally is can a city be stricter than a state in regulating various activities, particularly dangerous activities. Mayor Sheridan stated that what we have now is an up to date exhibit for Section 31 which we are discussing tonight and looking for any comments, pro or con. It will be voted on at the next meeting. CP Downs stated that if the sentence requiring a hunting license on your own property is deleted, than we can vote on it. CP Donaldson stated that for the sake of discussion, take out the sentence that requires a valid hunting license and if we want to we can put it back in next time if it gets to that point. Attorney Reitman stated that since this ordinance has substantially changed from the last version, this would be a first reading and you cannot implement it without the second reading because of the change to it.  Attorney Reitman added that we have two different things going on; in Subsection A is for the small game hunting on nuisance using a shotgun, the below Subsection B Item number 2, 250 feet is listed and that is on the bigger acreage tracts. Mr. Reitman stated that he used the 250 feet simply because that is the existing language, but he is not saying that is hard and fast, and if the Mayor and Council feel like that is too much or not enough, it is subject to what you find reasonable. MPT Krieger stated that he feels it should be 300 feet for all instances. CP Ellwanger stated she would like to see it further than that, at least 200 yards. CP Downs stated he did not mind 300 feet but does not agree with 200 yards. CP Donaldson stated that 300 feet is 100 yards; that is a football field, so that is pretty far. Attorney Reitman stated that he tried to strike a fair balance between safety and the second amendment. Mayor Sheridan asked if there were any more comments from the board before he asked for citizen comments. There were none.
Dr. Bean: Dr. Bean stated that while the firearm discharge Code change is not necessarily a Zoning issue, it bears the same problems as some other areas of the Codes in that the Town budget is not sufficient to fund the enforcement in some areas. Yet they are critical subjects for a rapidly growing small town. For example, we still have land owners and renters in Newborn who continue to violate Newborn Code Sections 12-101, 33-101 and/or Section 31-101 by keeping unlicensed vehicles, junk vehicles and various forms of litter in their yards.  Others are not maintaining their homes and/or yards in an acceptable manner within parameters of these two Code Sections. Still others are dumping yard trimmings and tree trimmings, leaves and branches on the unused portions of lands owned by others. Dr. Bean added that some of these violators have been cited and/or taken to court. Courts have fined and ordered these practices to stop and to clean up their property and remove vehicles.  Some continue to violate. Properties are still in disarray and in progressively worse violation.  Some are operating irritating unlawful businesses in Residential areas. At this time, we simply cannot afford the necessary enforcement officers to do what has to be done on daily traffic and emergencies and enforcement that is required on the less critical violations.

Still others and some of these same folks are driving cars playing music that can be heard two blocks away. Dr. Bean stated that we have citizens who are disturbing land without permits, thus violating one or more of the provisions of Section 420-010. One  landowner appears to be readying property for building without permit.  There is erosion and partial destruction of wildlife habitat areas.  One landowner has been informed by the Planning Commission of proper procedures, but continues with violations. It seems worse to continue to allow some of these violations to continue – than is the report of an occasional shotgun round fired at pests or dangerous animals or reptiles.  Proof of land disturbance, junky or disorderly yards, excessive numbers of, or unlicensed vehicles violations, or houses in disrepair is photographic and citations can be ordered and violators can be ordered to court and prosecuted.  Musical disturbances are recordable and the source provable if the observer is willing to go to court. Dr. Bean respectfully suggests that we re-examine all of the properties around town for potential violators and send them notices to correct their violations. Let’s reduce the loud music or radio sound audibility maximum from 100’ to 50’ and increase the fine. Dr. Bean stated that years ago, 1999 he believes, when Zoning Laws were first instituted in Newborn, there were some exceptions to the New Zoning Code for various practices; things like additions to buildings, building materials standardization to maintain acceptability, decent sign presentation, the necessity for permits for some practices, etc. We have been told by citizens that they didn’t need a permit for one thing or another – signs, building additions, etc. because their property is covered by “The Grandfather Clause”, or “I was grandfathered in on that”. Dr. Bean stated to Mayor Sheridan, that so-called “Grandfather” should have passed away long ago, and if we intend to nurture this town to maintain a public image that is peacefully conducive to orderliness, cleanliness, we need to begin to revoke the old “Grandfather” stuff and further enhance the looks and standards of the Newborn of the future.We have vastly improved in many of these areas.  But, there seems to be areas we seem to tuck away because we don’t want to hurt feelings, cause a problem or don’t have funds to pay for enforcement. Things like business licenses, improving the looks of town by gradual upgrade of sign presentation, enforcing the sign ordinances and litter control can be addressed now.
Dr. Bean added that if we must change the Code to settle arguments, let’s do it in the attempt to fairly assure safety, peace, quiet and harmony. The latest version of proposed change in the Firearms Discharge Section -31-101 appears to be as comprehensive, objective and fair as it can be if we are to keep in mind everyone’s rights as landowners. No matter what is in the Code, those that violate the section as it was originally written will probably continue to violate it until we get much more additional and adequate police coverage in Newborn.  No matter if another 105 calls to 911 are made – calls that cost $100 + each – it won’t solve the problem until everyone understands the rights of others and abides by them or goes to jail.We cannot please everyone, but the Code Section has now been written so that it becomes unlawful to discharge a weapon on smaller sized lots, or in close enough proximity or at a time or day that it would disturb the average person.  We still have to enforce that. The question is as it always has been, “How?” The fact that there have been numerous reported instances of trouble – chiefly  between two individual here in town – because of disagreement in the proximity and times of day of weapon discharge is reason enough to warrant examination and improvement of the Code section.  That’s what we are doing tonight. It certainly does not warrant the passage of Code changes that will violate the rights of those who own and reside on tracts of land greater than 6 acres on the edges of the town limits, effectively precluding their ability to hunt game within the parameters of State Hunting Laws.  

In the smaller lot sized residential areas of Newborn, limitation of discharge of firearms to certain days and times and prescribing the limit on size and type of weapon that may be legally utilized seems perfectly appropriate. To attempt to limit the discharge of weapons in legal hunting on larger property and the size and type of guns seems ludicrous. For example, Mr. Eubanks owns part of his dreams – 34 +/- acres in 1 tract off of Timberlake Dr. whereon some of the Town Council’s kinfolks have even hunted. 

This property is 800’ + wide and over 1700’ deep. If we were to expand the Code distance from property lines and/or roads to 200 YARDS as some have suggested – that’s 600 feet – then neither he nor any of his fine family could hunt the property.  If his property were 1201 feet wide he could hunt on a strip down the middle of his property that’s only ONE FOOT wide.  There are many such tracts of land in and around Newborn. Now, some of you don’t hunt and don’t particularly like folks that do.  Well, some folks might not like the way your yard looks, the kind of shrubbery you plant, or the kinds of cars you drive or collect. Nobody can dictate what kind of trees or shrubs you plant, or cars you collect, as long as your yard is orderly, kept clean and grass trimmed with some regularity.But, in all of this, we need to remember that all of the property owners in this town have a right to public safety, peace and quiet. This includes assuring that in denser areas and smaller lot sizes that the safety, peace and relative quiet are maintained. Dr. Bean stated that we MUST also assure that the rights of those landowners that do have larger land with vastly less density of proximity of neighboring homes are NOT violated.” CP Downs stated that Dr. Bean brought up a lot of things that he needs to bring to the council if he wants them to do anything about it. Dr. Bean stated that he did and he has, numerous times. 
CP Downs stated that he has not seen a single one of them. Dr. Bean stated that some of those things will not come before the council; some of them are written up and turned over to the deputy. CP Downs brought up about too many cars in ones yard that don’t run. Dr. Bean stated that it has been examined many times, pictures have been made. We have investigated the residents at Porter Street, and other areas around town, and they still continue to violate. We do not have enough money to enforce it as it should be. CP Ellwanger stated that the issue they have been concerned with, as a council, is safety, and had that not been a concern, they would not have been spending all of this time on this particular issue. Dr. Bean agreed. CP Ellwanger added that when we have citizens who are afraid because of the action of another citizen then we have to get involved. 

Katy Kearney: Mrs. Kearney stated that she has nothing against hunters, or wanting to shoot but she looks at this as a safety issue. Mrs. Kearney handed out several print outs that measured the distance of shooting on several properties Mrs. Kearny stated that a couple of years ago she and a friend were skeet shooting at her pond, and they were shooting from her dock using a 20 gauge with a #8 and it was hitting the metal roof of the building on her property, which was 471 feet away. One property that was measured was Mr. Cummings residence from his barn to Dr. Bean’s swimming pool and it was 347 feet. Another page showed from behind the barn to the sidewalk is 398 feet. This is gauging the 471 feet that was hitting the metal roof when they were skeet shooting. Mrs. Kearney stated that she does not know how much damage can be done from a 20 gauge if it hits someone at 250 feet or 300 feet, but if anyone wants to be a guinea pig and we could get that answer for certain, if shot from 300 feet, we will have an answer on how much damage can be done. Mrs. Kearney added that again she is looking at this as a safety issue and she is sorry for the hunters, she understands, but we live in a neighborhood where you want to go out walking anytime of the day or night; and that should be acceptable. Mayor Sheridan stated that the 398 feet could be thrown out, because it is against the law to fire across the road. Mrs. Kearney stated that it was just for gauging distance. 

Linda Woodworth: Stated that she is looking at this from a marketing standpoint since she does the website for the town. Linda stated that from a safety standpoint to pass this ordinance to make the town safer would be a good marketing thing for the town to increase good feelings about moving and living here.

Sally Chamberlain: Sally stated that she has talked to a friend of hers who is an avid hunter, gun owner, and a big gun rights activist. He asked what was going on in the Town and Sally stated that she told him about the debate we are having (on the firearm discharge ordinance). He was absolutely incredulous that Newborn allowed firearms to be shot in this town.  Sally added that she loves to shoot clay pigeons and under the current law we have right now, she can go in her backyard and practice shooting clay pigeons. She lives right next door to the schoolhouse, cemetery and three neighbors. Sally added that it never occurred to her to go in her backyard and shoot a 20 gauge shotgun when she has neighbors that close. Sally stated that she has fourteen hunters who lease property from her that are serious about gun rights and serious about gun safety. Sally added that she decided to survey them and see what they think about allowing shooting in the Town of Newborn. She sent out a very simple email and she didn’t want them to answer her on how she wanted them to answer her, she wanted them to answer her truthfully and without knowing what her opinion was. This is what she asked them:

“Do you think shooting firearms within the Town limits of Newborn should be allowed?”

Some of the replies; “I am pro gun all the way, but people need to use common sense and shooting in any town should not be allowed except for self defense”, “I would not want shooting of a shotgun or any other gun in town”, “I would not want them shooting a gun in town”, “Simply, one word, No”, “I do not know the boundaries of the city limits, but I do not believe in discharging firearms in congested areas where kids play, etc. but it depends on what is considered the town limits, I would say discharging a firearm is okay, but not target shooting close to Newborn Taxidermy or anywhere near, it isn’t cool”,  “if you are in close proximity of other homes, than my answer is no as there is to much room for accidents”. Sally stated that she was very surprised at the answers she received.  


Sally added that she was reading the minutes from the last meeting and the statement made by the Mayor that “this is a disagreement between two neighbors” is not true, she does not believe it is a disagreement between two neighbors; she believes it is a safety issue. Sally asked Mayor Sheridan if she could take a survey of the citizens in attendance tonight; Mayor Sheridan stated to go ahead. Sally asked the citizens in attendance who thinks shooting should not be allowed within the Town limits. Seven people raised their hands. Sally then asked who thought shooting should be allowed within the town limits and six people raised their hands. Mayor Sheridan stated to Sally that she said this is about safety and that he was wrong in what he said, but he disagrees. This all came up because of two neighbors fighting with each other; it has now evolved into the safety issue; as we tried to change the ordinance than that became one of the prime items in changing the ordinance. 

Rebecca Hynum: Stated that this issue keeps coming up that this is an “I hate J.W. Cummings and Wanda Cummings, and they hate me” and that is just ridiculous and for you to sit there and tell me this is just a “oh we hate each other thing” is almost ludicrous. 


Mayor Sheridan stated that he did not say anybody hated anybody, and Mrs. Hynum stated she would rephrase that. Mayor Sheridan stated for Mrs. Hynum to hold on a minute, he is clarifying something she is saying and it is wrong. Mrs. Hynum asked if she pointed fingers, no sir she hasn’t, but he has pointed fingers. Mayor Sheridan stated that he has and he will point a finger again if he wants too. Mrs. Hynum stated that she has the right to say what she wants to say. Mayor Sheridan told her to go right ahead. Mrs. Hynum stated that she has sat here and listened to everyone else that has come up here and she has tried to keep her mouth shut because she knew this very sentence would be repeated that this is a thing that she just sat over in her yard and decided what she could do to the Cummings. Mrs. Hynum added that anybody who could remotely think that, well she cannot understand that. The issue was that we were frightened by the fact that someone was firing a firearm and it could come over and hit us; this was the issue. It is not a personal vendetta. The Mayor and Council can take this and do whatever you want with it, it is in your hands but one thing she would like to say is if you make it 300 feet or 400 feet or whatever, you are going to have an enforceability issue because we do not have anybody that can get out to Newborn in five minutes to see who is shooting a firearm. It takes 20-30 minutes for a police officer (in most cases) to get here. They cannot arrest nor do anything to enforce this, so she feels like you should at least think about the fact that we should either not have firing or just go ahead with your life. Mrs. Hynum stated that she grew up around hunting, and she has nothing against it, but there is a time and place for it, and it is not in your back yard. This is about not putting anybody else in jeopardy; this is the biggest issue about all of it. Are we going to take a stand, and do what is right? 

J.W. Cummings: Stated that he has had problems with Mrs. Hynum ever since she moved in, and he has gone out of his way to be a good neighbor. J.W. added that Patrick (Kearney) stated that he has been shooting ever since his daughter was born, but he never did come over and tell him that he was bothering them. The Town employees came out and measured, and he has not been breaking any laws; he is following the ordinance. J.W. added that a shotgun will not shoot that far, and if you are using #8 shells, if you shoot a squirrel 50 foot, you would be lucky to knock him out of the tree. J.W. stated that as far as shooting, deliberately harming other people, no he does not. J.W. added that he would like to remind Mrs. Hynum of the nice letter she wrote to he and Wanda years ago apologizing for all the mean things she had done to them. However, it was just a few weeks that she was doing the same things again. J.W. stated that he does not want any trouble with his neighbors, and the only thing he thinks he has done is scare people because a 12 gauge is noisy. It is more noise than bite. 

CP Ellwanger stated to Mr. Cummings that we have a noise ordinance, Section 14-101, that reads:” it shall be unlawful for any person to cause to be made any loud noise which is plainly audible from a distance of 100 feet”.  CP Ellwanger stated to Mr. Cummings that he has been breaking an ordinance all along, the noise ordinance. That is a nuisance. 

CP Donaldson stated it is probably the real nuisance more than anything else, more about the noise than the danger if the truth be told. Mr. Cummings stated that he has a witness that Mrs. Hynum shoots from her backyard. Mrs. Hynum stated that she did no such thing.


Wanda Cummings: Stated that she would like to thank the council that the ordinance that was presented tonight is more fair and equitable to the majority of the citizens than the one that was entertained at the last meeting that would limit everyone except maybe three citizens to shoot. This ordinance will totally stop any shooting of squirrels in their yard because it is further away than the squirrels are. This ordinance does not help us, but it helps everybody else and as long as it is fair and equitable to everybody she thinks that is a good thing and she appreciate the Mayor and Council. 


Rebecca Hynum: Stated that she does not know who J.W. (Cummings) is hearing, but under no conditions do they fire firearms in our backyard. If he is referring to her son getting in trouble with his friend firing paintballs, that was twenty years ago. Mr. Cummings stated no. Mrs. Hynum stated she does not know what he is referring to, and he needs to be sure he can back that up.

Sally Chamberlain: Stated that she would like to point out on Exhibit A under B:2 it reads, “furthermore, on one’s own property, on larger acreage tracts of not less than six (6) acres, wherein neighbor’s property lines and roadways are at least 250 feet from the location where the gun is to be discharge, other guns, including rifles, larger caliber shotguns up to 10 gauge are allowed, and game species to be hunted shall include large game as well as small game”. Sally stated that she does not know if the Mayor and Council read that, but he (Mr. Cummings) could go in his backyard and shoot deer. It reads, “Including rifles is allowed”. Item B: 2 needs to be studied a little bit farther. 


Mr. Eubanks (lives on Timberlake Drive): Mr. Eubanks stated that he lives on thirty-five (35) acres and his neighbor has two-hundred fifty (250) acres. His neighbor has a dove shoot every year and it “rains” in the woods beside his house and it is no big deal. Mr. Eubanks stated that he does not see if they have 300 acres why they cannot shoot. There is a fifty acre pasture on the other side of him; we are not near anyone, but this ordinance would hurt us. CP Donaldson stated that he would be a long way away from the 300 feet. Mr. Eubanks stated that he would not be, not according to the way his property is lined. He would have one foot in the center of his property to shoot his gun; he couldn’t go either way because his property is narrow. Mr. Eubanks stated that he was just making a point, and he thinks it is a neighbor argument too because his neighbor “rains” on his yard and he has a four year old boy standing beside him; you don’t even feel any pellets.

CP Donaldson stated that he wonders if we should go back to where we were at the last meeting with the zoning approach and added that he thinks that is the biggest issue we have is the agricultural property. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that zoning is an option, but you know it takes a little longer, it runs through the planning commission and has to be advertised in the paper and that was something that was considered the last time Mayor Sheridan stated that originally that was what we were going to do. Mr. Reitman stated it is an option, but there is a delay in it. The other option is to take the middle ground approach, which was the intent here tonight, to balance shooting versus the safety and try to come up with a reasonable compromise. Mr. Reitman added that part of a compromise is you do not make all of the people happy, but you try to come up with something that is fair and something that is reasonable. Either one will address the issue because he believes we do have two issues. There has definitely been a history between two neighbors, but there is also a safety issue, and as the Mayor pointed out the safety issue has become more apparent as time goes on. Mayor Sheridan stated that we have had the input from everyone and he thinks the board needs a few days to look this over and think about it and we will table it until the next meeting. MPT Krieger stated he would like to see some submittals from people; different ideas, because we have been mulling this over for awhile. Mayor Sheridan stated that we have had people in here tonight talking to us. CP Donaldson stated that we are trying to do two things, trying to allow those who bird hunt on their rural property to do that, and still trying to do away with shooting in town.  CP Krieger stated that there does not need to be any shooting in town; on a small piece of land. CP Donaldson agreed. Mayor Sheridan stated that the distances we have in the current change would “kill” that; his house is on an acre and that is about 200 by 230, and there is no way he could shoot on his property and he believes this current change would “tie” that down. Mayor Sheridan added that he thinks everyone should take a look at all the input tonight, and vote on it at the next meeting. Clerk Elisa Rowe asked Attorney Joe Reitman if that would be considered the second reading. Mr. Reitman stated that it depends on what we end up with; he does not know if there is a consensus to go with what was presented tonight or a slightly modified version or whether you want to go with zoning. Mr. Reitman added that if you want to go with the one presented tonight or a modified version, you can do a first reading of it tonight, with the fine tune changes to it that you have discussed. If you decide to go the zoning direction, that is going to take a little longer. CP Donaldson stated that he would rather we took our time with it and get it right instead of being in a hurry with it and that we do not need to call this a first anything, other than we have considered it and argued about it. CP Donaldson added that CP Ellwanger brought up the noise ordinance and he thinks the noise ordinance should eliminate shooting in town because you can obviously hear shooting from quite a distance or people would not be complaining about it; so the only place you can shoot without it being a violation of the noise ordinance already would be one of the rural areas where you are always away from other people. CP Downs asked what about people who have dogs that bark, they can be heard from 100 feet away. CP Donaldson stated that he is just pointing out that the noise is the issue and we can’t shoot in town without violating an ordinance; obviously it is against the rules to make that kind of noise in town already. CP Downs stated that you cannot enforce the noise ordinance, you just can’t do it. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that the noise ordinance is based on state law; it has been based against models all across the state and it has been time tested in court; that is the objective standard, is it clearly audible at 100 feet. The courts have upheld that over and over. CP Donaldson asked how it is upheld with shooting, because there are shooting ranges in the area. Mr. Reitman stated they do not have one out in the County; most counties do not have noise ordinances as strict as municipalities.


C. Rails to Trails: Mayor Sheridan stated that a letter of intent was sent to the railroad (based upon the boards decision a few months ago) at no cost to Newborn. The idea is to try and hold the railroad past the 31st of March, because we had received a letter from the railroad stating that they would hold it until the 31st of March and at that time they would sell it to anybody. Mayor Sheridan added that in the meantime there are people working to try and do something with it and he will keep everyone posted as he hears. CP Downs stated that this needed to be looked into more, because from what he understands when the railroad first came here they just confiscated the property with a provision that if the railroad was never used for a railroad, the property would revert back to the original owners and stated to the Town attorney that he needed to check into that. Attorney Joe Reitman stated that assuming we decide to move forward, there will be a contingency in the purchase contract that there not be a reverting clause; you do not want to pay a bunch of money for something that you are not acquiring real property. CP Downs agreed. Attorney Reitman added that that would be part of the due diligence that you would exercise the matter of course before proceeding in the closing. Linda Woodworth stated that this has been looked into, and that Newton Trails has an attorney that they have been working with.  

D. Dollar General: Mayor Sheridan stated that he talked to Dollar General last week and 
they are putting the final papers together and should have someone over soon to apply for 
the building permit in the near future. They are moving along. 
E. Library:  Mayor Sheridan stated that a letter had been sent to Commissioner Ewing telling him about the volunteers running the library, and we certainly did not want the one employee taken off. We have not heard anything back. 

F. R/R Crossing: Mayor Sheridan stated that if anyone came up Johnson Street or Porter 
Street tonight they noticed the railroad was paved. We have the signs that have to be put 
up when we take down the stop signs. The signs read, “Tracks Out Of Service” and they 
have to be put up at each crossing which will be put up tomorrow, and the stop signs 
come down tomorrow. 

VI.
NEW BUSINESS:


A. Eastside High School / Fine Arts: Mayor Sheridan stated that Eastside High Schools 
Fine Arts class is sending some students to Europe this summer for ten (10) days this 
June. They have sent a letter asking for donations to help send them. Mayor Sheridan 
added that he is bringing it before the board to see if they would like to donate toward 
this.  CP Donaldson stated that it is a tough precedent because every band group from 
every school that our kids go to around the area could ask us for funds. Attorney Joe 
Reitman stated that the question comes in if this is something that promotes the health, 
benefit and welfare of Newborn proper and its citizens, or is this really more of a County 
type situation. Mr. Reitman added that Social Circle has been approached, as has 
Madison in years past, with requests for breaks for utilities or cash donations and 
generally both cities try to be very careful about that; there is something called a gratuity 
meaning if you give away freebies and there are no benefits that is received by the 
citizens, then you can get into some real issues under the Georgia law.  Mr. Reitman 
stated that he hates to put a “wet rag” on it, but he would be very cautious about getting 
into that precedent and be accused of giving out gratuities. CP Ellwanger stated that the 
high school age kids in Newborn go to Eastside; that is their school, unless they go to a 
private school. Attorney Reitman stated that it is a tough call. Mayor Sheridan stated that 
he received the request and he thought it was proper to bring before the board and he 
thinks the board should make a motion on whether we should accept it or not. 

CP Downs made a motion to ignore it because we will get all kinds of requests like this. 
(Attorney Joe Reitman stated that it will reflect in the minutes to postpone indefinitely).


Motion: CP Downs

Second: MPT Krieger

Approved: 5-0-0


B. Invoice #850.5937 from Lambert, Reitman & Abney in the amount of 
$1005.78:  CP Downs made a motion to approve payment to Lambert, Reitman and 
Abney.

Motion: CP Donaldson
Second: CP Ellwanger

Approved: 5-0-0

VII.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were none. 
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion was made by CP Downs to adjourn, motion approved. 
Mayor Sheridan adjourned the meeting at 8:15PM
