The Town of Newborn

Council Meeting

October 3, 2011

Minutes

Present: Mayor Sheridan, MPT Krieger, CP Ellwanger, CP Downs, CP Fincher, Clerk Elisa Rowe, Attorney Joe Reitman

Citizens: Sally Chamberlain and Doug Witt

Guest: Beryl Budd: GA Forestry 
I.
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Sheridan called the meeting to order at 7PM
II.
INVOCATION: CP Downs
III. 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE: Lead by Mayor Sheridan
IV.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 


Council meeting: September 12th: CP Ellwanger made a motion to approve 
the minutes of September 12th. 

Motion: CP Ellwanger    
Second: CP Downs     
Approved: 5-0-0
V.
OLD BUSINESS:


A.  Neighborhood Watch: Deputy McCoy was absent: no report.

B. Dollar General: Mayor Sheridan stated that work was started on the site last 
Thursday (September 29th). Mayor Sheridan added that he talked with Dollar 
General this morning and they are hoping it will be done by Thanksgiving. 
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:


A.  Newborn Tree Board: Planting Project: Mayor Sheridan recognized Sally 
Chamberlain and Beryl Budd. Beryl stated that to the Mayor and Council that 
he appreciates the opportunity to be here and he would also like to thank them for 
the opportunity to work in Newborn (in the building next door) and that it has 
been a 
pleasure to work here. Beryl added that he would like to thank the Tree 
Board for all the work they have done over the years. The tree board has been in 
existence for 12 years and Sally Chamberlain is a charter member. In that time 
well over 100 trees have been planted along the right of ways around Newborn. 

Beryl went on to say that the tree board has had a couple of meetings and they 
have come up with a plan. One would be the tree spade work (Beryl has access to 
a tree spade) and over at Charlie Elliot they have oaks that have been planted in 
recent years that we can dig up with the spade. Beryl added that typically there is 
a charge of $200.00 a day for the spade, but that fee could be waived, but Beryl 
stated that he would need to ask the Town if they could supply some diesel fuel 
for the operation. MPT Krieger stated that we could do that. Beryl stated that the 
second project would be the private property planting program which the tree 
board wants to start. Everyone should have a copy of the letter that the tree board 
put together which asks the property owner if they would allow a tree planted on 
their property. The letter states that “it has been discovered that the best planning 
sites are not always on the Town Right of Way. Trees do not need to be so close 
to the roads, power lines, underground utilities, and sidewalks” Sally 
(Chamberlain) stated that  when we plant on the private property we will need a 
commitment from the home owner that they will water the tree, and also we need 
a commitment from the Mayor and Council to direct the boys that work for 
Newborn to water the trees. Mayor Sheridan stated that we have two tanks that go 
on the truck used to water the trees. Beryl stated that another project that he thinks 
would be a good way to get some trees planted in the community is the funding he 
gets through the Coveted Service Guild for Arbor Day trees which we give out at 
various events. Beryl added that last year they donated $160.00 which was 
enough for 250 seedlings, but if Newborn would like to donate $50.00 to be a 
partner in that project that would be enough to get 500 seedlings instead of 250. 
We could donate them to anyone in the community that wants two, or three trees 
to replace ones that were lost in their yard. Beryl stated that if the Town wants to 
partner in that, $50.00 is what he needs to complete the order. Mayor Sheridan 
asked if anyone would like to make a motion to donate $50.00 for the seedlings. 
CP Down stated that he would. 

Motion: CP Downs

Second: CP Fincher

Approved: 5-0-0

Beryl thanked the Mayor and Council and stated that he would order 500 
seedlings and advertise to provide free seedlings. 

Beryl went on to say that the most important opportunity we have now is the Georgia Relief Program which is a brand new program and he just received word that Newborn is one of the four cities that has been selected to participate. Beryl stated that he is working on a tree plan, along with the tree board. He doesn’t have the final figures on what the town will be getting but it will be somewhere between the $1000 and $5000 range which will be enough to plant in the neighborhood of 35 maybe 40 trees. This is going to be a demonstration project; and to be eligible you must be FEMA declared disaster area. The four chosen are Madison, Newborn, Trenton and Ringgold. It will be a contribution program and GA Forestry Council will handle the funding. Beryl stated that he is excited about this program; it will be an excellent opportunity for Newborn. Beryl asked if there were any questions. CP Ellwanger stated that this is a great idea, but wanted to know how we are going to get the letter out to the citizens. Sally Chamberlain stated that for the trees that can be planted on private property, the tree board is going to go around and select sites and then send the letter to that home owner and ask them if we can plant on their property, but there will not be many of those. Sally went on to say that she would like to ask for a commitment from the Mayor and Council, that they have committed to the $50.00 partnership so we can order 500 seedlings but she would like to see if you would please vote on committing the Town to supporting these three separate tree planting projects and that would be a commitment from the Town stating that the Tree board can hand out the letter, also that the boys that work for the Town can spend their time helping us (and that will cost the Town money because it will be their time of the boys helping to  water, mulch and help plant the trees), and also to pay for the diesel fuel for the tree spade. Sally stated that she doesn’t want there to be any misunderstanding and if it is in the minutes with a motion a second and a vote that the Mayor and Council are committing to this to help replant this town after the tornado it would be better. CP Ellwanger made a motion that the Mayor and Council make a commitment to the tree planting project and that includes the letters to residence, the time for town workers and the payment for fuel. Attorney Joe Reitman asked if they would like to put an amount on that, or will it be an open figure. MPT Krieger stated open and CP Ellwanger stated it is an open figure, a commitment. 
Motion: CP Ellwanger
Second: MPT Krieger
Approved: 5-0-0


B. SAVE & E-Verify / HB 87 Immigration: Mayor Sheridan stated that he and 

Lisa (Clerk) went to the required meeting in Gainesville and it covered the SAVE 
and E-Verify requirement and it was amazing how many were mandated. The 
attorneys who gave the program were as confused on some of this as we were 
(and we are still a little confused on it). Attorney Joe Reitman stated that there are 
standard forms, and that covers everything. Joe added that the I-9’s have been 
filled out by the employees so the Town should be good. 

C. Discuss date for lighting of Newborn Christmas tree: (NAHT will have 
their Christmas party on December 9th): Mayor Sheridan asked who wanted to 
talk about the lighting of the Christmas tree. CP Ellwanger stated that NAHT is 
going to have a meeting next Tuesday (October 11th) so we could table this until 
the work session. MPT Krieger asked if NAHT knew that we have planted the 
tree next to Town Hall to have the lighting. CP Ellwanger stated she did not 
know, but she would find out. 



D. Look at and discuss Planning & Zoning Code: Mayor Sheridan stated that 
we were going to look at and discuss some of the planning and zoning code but 
Dr. Bean (Planning & Zoning Chairman) is sick and could not attend tonight. 
Mayor Sheridan added that he thinks for the work session it would be good if 
members of the council come in with a list of what you think ought to be changed 
in the code. Sally Chamberlain stated that when she was on the board and the 
zoning ordinance was adopted the planning commission is appointed and works 
for the Mayor and Council and at the Mayor and Councils direction. Attorney Joe 
Reitman stated that they are a recommending body. Mayor Sheridan stated that 
there are some areas in the Planning and Zoning Code that we need to look at 
because we have had some problems recently with properties, building places not 
following exactly what the zoning states, so those are some of the things that need 
to be put on the table and looked at. 

This item will be tabled until the work session on October 17th. 

E. Budget: Mayor Sheridan stated that he and CP Ellwanger are going to start 
working on the budget for next year tomorrow morning based upon the 
information we are getting on what is going to come in on the taxes and so forth.  

F. Post Office: Mayor Sheridan stated that it was suggested we could possibly 
talk to the Post Office about having a post office here, though he is not sure 
exactly how it would work. It could be in either the precinct office or in the old 
gas station. Mayor Sheridan stated that he will go out and talk to the postmaster 
tomorrow and see what they are going to do since we have heard rumors that they 
are going to close Mansfield and Newborn. Sally Chamberlain stated that our 
senior citizens need the Post office; they can’t run to Covington all the time. 

G. The Center: (Kay Lee): UGA Metropolitan Design Studio: Mayor Sheridan 
stated that he met with Kay Lee (with The Center) the other day and she asked if 
the Town could put up $1000.00 for their crew that is coming from the University 
of Georgia to do development plans for various organizations in the County. 
Mayor Sheridan added that on the new SPLOST for 2011 it has three items under 
it; transportation; recreation and the Community Center. If we do anything on 
recreation (we will have something like $100,000.00 over six years) for parks. If 
we do that we will have to have some kind of plan so we will know where we are 
going and we can do a bit at a time. That plan would probably cost us at least 
$10,000 to $15,000.00 because we would have to bring in a professional group 
but if we can give the $1000.00 to The Center for the Metropolitan Design Studio 
they will be bringing out two professors and senior landscape architect students 
from UGA for three months (Jan-March) and the $1000.00 would be our 
contribution and they would make a plan for us wherever we want it. Mayor 
Sheridan stated that there is no way we would be able to get a cheaper design than 
that. This is with people that we would be getting if we went out and paid good 
money. Mayor Sheridan asked if there is a motion to approve giving them 
$1000.00 and added that the $1000.00 will come back to us from our SPLOST 
money so it will not cost us anything. CP Ellwanger made a motion to pay 
$1000.00 to the UGA Metropolitan Design Studio.

Motion: CP Ellwanger
Second: CP Downs

Approved: 5-0-0

H. Lambert, Reitman, & Abney Invoice #850.6294 in the amount of $957.52:


CP Downs made a motion to pay Lambert, Reitman & Abney in the amount of 
$957.52

Motion: CP Downs

Second: CP Ellwanger
Approved: 5-0-0

CP Downs asked Attorney Joe Reitman what was going on with the house next 
door to him (4030 Hwy 142). Mr. Reitman stated a suit has been filed and we 
have been trying to get them served. We have been having difficulty having them 
served because we have a Social Circle address for the man who is the owner / 
financing it, but it turns out his is on the Newton County side of the line, not the 
Walton County side of the line so now we have to get him served in Newton 
County. Attorney Reitman stated that he also went and had a status conference in 
front of Judge Benton for 123 Porter Street. This property is still a problem; there 
are a lot of used truck and car tires off the rim, holding water with mosquitoes, 
etc. Joe stated that he has talked to the owner and her daughter and told them to 
just get it cleaned up. They cannot have these tires out there with water and 
mosquitoes. Mrs. Davis promised they would get it cleaned up 

Mayor Sheridan stated that he and MPT Krieger have been looking at the streets 
and sidewalks in Town and all of them are growing on the edges; they look 
terrible. Mayor Sheridan went on to say that during the winter we are planning on 
edging the streets and sidewalks and getting them to look decent. Mayor Sheridan 
added that we will have to buy an edger to do this and we think it is really 
important and he would like a motion in favor of us buying it. Attorney Joe 
Retiman stated to make a motion to add it to the agenda and then vote on it. MPT 
Krieger asked what the cost of the edger is. Mayor Sheridan stated $269.00. 


MPT Krieger made a motion to add purchase of an edger to the agenda.


Motion: MPT Krieger
Second: CP Fincher

Approved: 5-0-0

CP Downs made a motion to approve the purchase of the edger for $269.00


Motion: CP Downs

Second: MPT Krieger
Approved: 5-0-0

VII.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:


Doug Witt: Stated that the owner of the property that is the last piece of land 
inside the Town limits and the first in the County; he is definitely building a pond 
back on his property and he has no settlement control. Mayor Sheridan stated that 
we have pretty much turned that over to the County but he will call Scott Sirotkin 
in the morning and tell him that there is movement on this property.
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:05PM

Motion: CP Downs

Second: CP Fincher

Approved: 5-0-0
