The Town of Newborn

Work Session

July 18, 2011

Minutes

Present: Mayor Sheridan, MPT Krieger, CP Ellwanger, CP Fincher, CP Downs, 

Clerk Elisa Rowe

Guest: Deputy McCoy

Citizens: Dr. Bean and Gregory Bruce

I.
Call to order: Mayor Sheridan called the meeting to order at 7PM

II.
Invocation: CP Downs

III:  
Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Mayor Sheridan 

IV. 
Discussion: 


Mayor Sheridan stated that we don’t have much on the agenda for tonight, but a 

few things did come up today. He asked Deputy McCoy if she would like to bring 
he and the council up to date on anything she may have. Deputy McCoy stated that 
what Lt. Oliver discussed last week, there have been no changes as far as any 
major crime being presented in the Town right now. Deputy McCoy added that she 
is here tonight to stand by, take notes and to address any concerns that you may 
have and report anything back to Sheriff Brown in the morning. Mayor Sheridan 
stated to Deputy McCoy that he has noticed a patrol car around town and we 
need a lot of that. Deputy McCoy stated that there will be a patrol car around 
town tomorrow morning for visibility, changing the area where it will be from time 
to time. Mayor Sheridan thanked Deputy McCoy.

Mayor Sheridan stated that we received a check this afternoon from SPLOST in the amount of $40,150.00 and it covers SPLOST expenditures we have made up to now. We have also asked them to give us the balance that we have and they informed us that what we have left in the 2005 SPLOST is $69,016.88. Mayor Sheridan added that based on that figure and our conversations before he believes that we should look at Timberlake and see what we can do about improving it. Mayor Sheridan stated that he would go down and talk to Robert Griffin at the County and get some specs from him and then we can go out to bid and see what we can do. 

A. Code Violations:  Mayor Sheridan recognized Dr. Bean 

Dr. Bean (Planning & Zoning Chairman). Dr. Bean stated that there are numerous areas that need to be investigated and discussed. He added that we have serious areas of change that need to be made in the Zoning Code and the Code of Ordinance that he has discovered. Dr. Bean stated that he had recently spoke to the Mayor and Council concerning code violations and zoning regulations and sent each of you what those are; however he has since discovered a lot more and will bring up the rest of it to you as soon as he can get around to it as he has been very busy.  Dr. Bean added that there are a couple of additional nuisance items around Newborn that need to be addressed with small additions to the Code and Regs. The most visible change needed is an addition to the area on Nuisances or General Offenses which would cover unkempt yards, trash, uncut weeds, grass, etc. Dr. Bean went on to say that the present language of the Code seemingly makes inadequate provisions. We are not adequately covered to enforce that, and we have to address that. Dr. Bean stated that in Section 510-020 in the Zoning code; Accessory Structures and Uses, #8. The following commercial/office accessory uses and structures shall be permitted in the C-N district, including similar uses and structures: Item e: Garbage dumpsters and recycling collections bins in compliance with the buffer and screening requirements of Section 520-020. Dr. Bean added that in Section 520-020 it does not concern the legality of dumpsters at all. Section 520-020 shows that it only covers the following issues: Landscaping and Buffering and Transitional Buffers. This section tells us we have businesses in Newborn with Dumpsters that are in violation since they are not enclosed with a blind fence. Dr. Bean went on to say that it is clear in other areas of the Code that Dumpsters are not allowed in RE zoned areas. Development regulations allow for limited utilization of Dumpsters in RE areas for construction, but no reference can be found for their use otherwise. Dr. Bean added as an example, one blatant use of the violation that he sees is at 123 Porter Street who have had a dumpster on the property for several years and they were ordered to take it off. However, we did not have the police power to back that up and get it removed. Other reportable violations are:

1. Shrubbery and trees in the right of way that block the view of traffic

2. There is at least one instance of folks living in an accessory building that is not permitted, nor inspected (do not know if there is plumbing).

3. Accessory buildings being built without permits, which have either electrical, plumbing or both.

4. Pools without fencing.

5. Speeding

6. Noise: engine, tools, gunshots, music (both from vehicles and homes, drag racing, unpermitted vending)

7. Loose and untagged dogs and dangerous dogs.

8. Improperly penned fowl.

9. Prohibited Signs. Dr. Bean stated that prohibited signs are an area that we will have to get into later, but you have people that are still operating illegal signs that they have been operating with for 15-20 years. They say they are “grandfathered” in, but sometime or other we need to upgrade the law where there is a better looking sign around in some cases. CP Fincher stated that he would think if the business would change owners or if you had to replace the sign. Mayor Sheridan stated that if they change owners, the “grandfathered” clause is out. Dr. Bean stated that is exactly right. 

Dr. Bean stated that from the Planning and Zoning standpoint he believes there are a couple of things that need to be brought up tonight that are going to come up. First of all, Patrick Kearney lost three big trees beside his house and he wants to put a garage in. Mayor Sheridan stated that he already has his permit. Dr. Bean stated that he does, but he submitted all the paperwork required for Newborn, we went over it and everything looks good. He is going to put some electrical out there, and he already has the electrical permit for it. He already has his land disturbance permit, etc. He is okay on his garage. The second thing that Dr. Bean wanted to bring up is Gregory Bruce. Mr. Bruce desires to put a business in his home. He has filled out the application. The business would be internet sales that had to do with guns. He will not have any stock in his home; everything will be carried as all internet sales by the manufacturer or the person from whom he is buying wholesale from. He sells them, he never sees them, and he never holds them. He also wants to put a business in his home where people will ship guns to him; he is a gunsmith, and he wants to repair guns there and ship them out. No one will ever pull up in his yard with a gun to be fixed. Mayor Sheridan stated that he does not think you can say that, someone will come in with in a gun to be repaired. Dr. Bean stated that Mr. Bruce has stated that no one will pull up in his yard with a gun. Dr. Bean added that he told Mr. Bruce that as far as his paperwork; it is completed except for one small document which he is going to furnish. Dr. Bean went on to say that Mr. Bruce will need a CU (Conditional Use permit) which will entail an advertisement, a Planning Commission public hearing and then a public hearing before the council. Dr. Bean stated that Mr. Bruce will need to apply for a CU Permit and we will carry it from there. CP Ellwanger asked if this would be at a shop. Mr. Bruce stated that it would be in his home, 120 feet in a spare bedroom. Mr. Bruce added that he does not have the money to go out and open a shop and with things the way there are, he would like to build up the business and then eventually open up his own store front; leave the job he is at now and have his own shop. CP Ellwanger asked Mr. Bruce if he would be like a broker, for example someone might contact him through his website and ask for something you sell and you would find it for them. Mr. Bruce replied yes, but he is waiting on the zoning approval first and then he will apply for his FFL (Federal Firearms License) to be a licensed dealer. There will be no inventory at his home. When the customer pays him, he will order their weapon and it will be shipped to their FFL of their choosing. The customer will never set foot in his home or know where he lives. CP Ellwanger stated that she believes it is a law that guns can only be shipped to licensed dealers. Mr. Bruce replied yes. Dr. Bean stated that the big thing we see here is nothing can happen that we will not know about because we are going to have the CU Permit which will come before the Planning Commission and then before the Council. Everything will be in black and white; what he can and cannot do. Mayor Sheridan stated that we will go through the proper procedure, and for Dr. Bean to keep he and the council posted. 

Mayor Sheridan stated that he got a call this afternoon from Jimmy Smith (District Engineer for DOT) concerning whether there is going to be a exit ramp for Dollar General or not. They have not decided, but he wanted to call to say that there are working on it and they will have something soon. Mayor Sheridan added that is all that is holding it up as far as he knows. 


Mayor Sheridan asked if there was anything else that anyone wanted to bring up. 

CP Gene Downs stated that he wanted to know about the grass being mowed in the Town of Newborn. CP Downs added that it is a two feet high and he would like to know when it is going to be mowed and why it hasn’t been mowed. Mayor Sheridan stated that he would like to lay a few things out. We are three (3) months past the tornado. FEMA requires that our people be with them every time they go out there and cut a limb on a tree; they have to be there. That kills any schedule we have for those men doing their work. Mayor Sheridan added that in addition to that, he has a schedule here for Keith for the week of July 18th:


July 18th: Cutting grass, water samples, and pickup limbs


July 19th: With tree guys for FEMA


July 20th: Cut grass


July 21st: Reading Meters


July 22nd: Reading Meters 


The schedule for Chris for the week of July 18th:


July 18th: Cut grass, water samples, and pick up limbs


July 19th: Cut grass


July 20th::Cut grass


July 21st: Read meters


July 22nd: Read meters


Mayor Sheridan stated that he has a list of items that they have been doing that 
people don’t even know about. Mayor Sheridan read the things being done off 
schedule by the Maintenance department:


1. Large amount of locate requests


2. Mandatory Newton County water samples


3. Fix transmission pan gasket and filter on GMC truck


4. Fix door to City Hall


5. Picking up limbs


6. Supervising FEMA’s debris removal contractors


7. Fixing extra water leaks


8. Redid Sally Chamberlain’s tap


9. Fitting in grass cutting

           
10. Servicing equipment


11. Reading meters


12. Remains of storm damage


13. Installing new water meters


14. Testing water meters


15. Diagnosing water leaks


16. Leaning use of EDEN System


17. Time diagnosing GMC truck


18. Time picking up GMC truck


19. Locking & Unlocking water meters (per Clerk)


20. Removing & hauling trash


21. Move furniture for library


22. Remove and dump books for library


23. Pick up Covington’s (Library) furniture (etc) and transport to Newborn 
Library


24. Check Town daily (if possible) in morning


Mayor Sheridan stated they are busy; they are doing lots of work, a lot of it that cannot always be seen. Mayor Sheridan added that in Covington they are advertising for volunteers to cut grass because they have had to cut people off their payroll. We are in a situation where we do not want to raise the taxes, but if we are going to get rid of some of these little things that break us up we are going to have to hire some people, and we don’t want to hire them because we don’t have the money. MPT Krieger stated that he believes by the end of the week we will be done with all of the trees, but added once we are done with that we have to get on the sidewalks and the awnings. There is still a lot of work. 


Mayor Sheridan stated that these guys have a lot of work to do for just two men. 


CP Downs stated that he would clean up his own ditch line. It has been three months with no one coming by there to pick up any limbs, and to move that wall that is busted up, no one has been by his house. CP Downs added that he would take care of it himself because the Town is not going to do anything about it and not to worry about it. Mayor Sheridan asked if anyone else had any comments. There were none. 

V.
Public Comments: There were none

VI.
Adjourn: The work session was adjourned at 7:35 PM 
